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Little Village Environmental Justice Organization 
(LVEJO)

The mission of LVEJO is to 
organize with our 
community to accomplish 
environmental justice in 
Little Village and achieve 
the self-determination of 
immigrant, low-income, and 
working-class families.
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Crawford + Fisk Stations linked to:

40 premature deaths,

550 emergency room visits,

and 2,800 asthma attacks

every year*

*Based on a 2002 Harvard School of Public Health Study
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Our Fight Against Crawford

● 12 year community 
struggle

● Crawford and Fisk 
officially stopped 
burning coal in 2012!
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Demolishment & Remediation of Plant 

Ensure that the state site 
remediation process must 
include Active Public 
Participation, a full and 
complete characterization 
of site contamination and a 
remediation that is 
protective of human health 
and the environment, now 
and in the future.
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Who is Who? 

6Construction Group



Who is Hilco Global?
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Our Experience with Hilco

Hilco donates 
$130K to 

Mayor Rahm 
Emanuel 

from 2010 to 
2018

2010 2020Hilco in the process of redeveloping site in a socially irresponsible manner

Hilco purchases 
Crawford site for 

$12.25 mil Dec. 2017

Hilco donates $3,000 to 
Ald. Ricardo Muñoz, 

Jan-June of 2018

Hilco tax break of 
$19.7 mil approved 

April 2019 

Hilco holds 2 
disastrous 

community 
meetings Aug. 2018

Chicago Plan Commision & 
City Council vote YES to 

Hilco’s plan

Tax break 
resolution 
introduced 
Jan. 2019

IEPA Public 
Meeting on Hilco

Aug. 2019
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Exchange 55 

https://www.hilcoredev.com/projects/exchange-55 9

https://www.hilcoredev.com/projects/exchange-55
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LVEJO created a Change.org petition

● http://chng.it/byyZzpvTSB 

As a result

http://chng.it/byyZzpvTSB
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Hilco’s Propaganda 
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We’re not buying it... 
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CDPH Response
 ● After submitting Change.org petition with 27 questions: 

○ Received an email from Acting Commissioner Arwady, Chicago Dept. of 
Public Health, after 2 weeks and gave LVEJO notice when to expect 
answers.

○ CDPH worked with IEPA (yet we received two separate responses)

○ Focused on answering 1- 11
■ Shared the names of contractors
■ Some permit information was provided
■  MCM Management Corporation, but in June, 2018, they switched it up 

to BB Construction Enterprise. With this change, they also changed 
disposal handlers/facilities.
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Continued: CDPH Response
 ● Hilco:

○ Required to update website on weekly basis, yet only done 
monthly as of Sept. 

○ English website does not have requested information from CDPH 
and spanish website has even less information

○ On site water to be used for dust suppression 
○ Street Sweeper to be used - CDPH requested copy of dust 

suppression plan (awaiting)
○ Wood River Generating Station in East Alton, IL - Commercial 

Liability Partners 
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IEPA Response
 ● Answered questions 12-27

● Created a “Site Fact Sheet” on their website: 
https://www2.illinois.gov/epa/topics/community-relations/sites
/hilco/Pages/default.aspx

● Lots of information and assumptions
○ “It does not appear on-site soil and groundwater impacts 

have migrated to neighborhoods north of the site.” - How do 
they know if site is not being tested!

○ “To date, no permit has been applied for using related affluent 
for dust suppression.”

https://www2.illinois.gov/epa/topics/community-relations/sites/hilco/Pages/default.aspx
https://www2.illinois.gov/epa/topics/community-relations/sites/hilco/Pages/default.aspx
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Continued: IEPA Response
 

○ Once all site data is received, potential impacts to the 
Chicago Sanitary and Ship Canal will be evaluated

○ “Based on the sampling results, no remedial measures of the 
this area are warranted” -  Can we see the results?

○ Impacts to Sediments : “this fate and transport modeling will 
occur once the assessment activities are completed.” - What 
is the timeline? 



18

Hilco’s Community Engagement 
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Air Quality Burden in 
Chicago and Little Village 

● Natural Resources Defense Council in 
collaboration with community 
organizations publishes map in 2018 to 
demonstrate how Chicago laws need EJ 
reform.
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Host an air monitor
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Stationary Air Monitors Needs

Access to an 
electricity outlet

Access to Wifi

A mounting place

Air Monitor

Extension Cord

Zip Ties

Foam to insulate 
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Next steps: Continue to Stay involved

● Pick up your “Hell No to Hilco” poster!

● Sign and share Change.org petition

○ http://chng.it/byyZzpvTSB 

● Report air pollution to CHI 311

● Establish an air monitoring network in Archer Heights!
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Comments / Questions 
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Next Community Meeting 
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● LVEJO will be hosting a 
community meeting on: 
○ Thursday January 16, 

2020
○ Piotrowski Park Field 

House, 4247 W 31st St, 
○ 6pm to 7:15pm



Edith Tovar
E: etovar@lvejo.org

T: 773.762.6991
Web: www.lvejo.org

2445 South Spaulding Ave, Chicago, Il 60623
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http://www.lvejo.org

